
 

Sample Proposal 
1.  Session Title:  
 
There is no I in TEAM:  How teamwork promotes equity in the math class 
 
 
 
2.  Session Summary: (Please describe your session in 100 words or less.  Your session description will be used in 
the conference program.) 
 
This interactive, team working session will explore the use of group work in the math class and how it can promote equity.  Participants 
will experience group work in various formats (using team roles, jigsaw, gallery walk, travelers and tellers, etc.) to discuss the benefits and 
challenges of using group work in class.  Video will be used to demonstrate some examples of students working together to problem solve 
and engage in higher order thinking in the math class.  Participants will also receive team building activities that can be used in their own 
classes. 
 
3.  Session Format: (check only one)    
   Workshop   
  
   Interest Group    
 
   Presentation 
 
4.  Conference Theme: (check all that apply)  
   Social Justice in the math classroom  
  
   Math Literacy as a Gatekeeper  
 
   Ethnomathematics 
 
5.  Session Outcome and Goals: (Describe what participants will get out of the session and what your goals are 
for the session.  You may include goals that go beyond the scope of this conference, ie: create a network of teachers 
who share lessons and engage in ongoing discussions/suggestions about teaching math and social justice.) 
 

• Allow participants to experience various groupwork formats and activities  

• Discuss how these interactions can promote equity in math class. 

• Share research about groupwork and math class. 

• Discuss benefits as well as challenges of group work. 

• Create a network to share lesson plans and activities 

• Share team work activities with participants to use in their own classes. 
 
6.  Brief Outline/Agenda: (Please outline your ideas and describe activities participants will engage in.) 
 
1.  Participants will be seated randomly by cards as they enter the room. 
2.  Participants will engage in a team builder in their groups, using manipulatives. 
3.  Introductions; hopefully one by one, depending on the size of the group. 
4.  Participants will solve the “Casper the Rabbit” problem. (Kari is training her pet rabbit Casper to climb up a flight of 10 steps.  
Casper can only hop up 1 or 2 steps each time he hops.  He never hops down, only up.  How many different ways can Casper hop up the 

flight of 10 steps?  Provide evidence to justify your thinking.)  This problem has multiple entry points and is good for heterogeneous 
groups. 



5.  Participants will watch video of students engaging in the same “Casper the Rabbit” problem.  As viewers they will look for different 
aspects of the group work, such as questioning, encouraging effort, team roles, level of cognitive demand, etc.  Each group of participants 

will be asked to look for a specific component of group work.  Participants will discuss in a “jigsaw” group format. 
6.  Articles of research such as “Creating Mathematical Futures through an Equitable Teaching Approach: The Case of Railside 
School by Boaler, Staples” will be passed out and highlights will be discussed by the facilitator.  This article discusses the one schools’ 
pedagogy and student team work that promoted equity and closed the achievement gap in mathematics. 
7.  Benefits and challenges will be discussed using index cards.  Participants will write “benefits” on green index cards, “challenges” on 
yellow index cards, and “questions” on pink index cards.  Cards will be affixed to a poster at each table.  Posters will be hung around 
the room, and participants will engage in a “gallery walk” where they browse the other groups’ responses.  Post-its will be available to 
comment on other groups’ responses. 
8.  Benefits, challenges, and questions will then be discussed with all participants. 
9.  “How is this related to social justice?”  Participants and facilitator will discuss the importance of quality mathematics education and 
how this approach may provide more opportunities for more students. 
10.  “Where do we want to go from here?” Participants will (optional) exchange email addresses for future communication, collaboration, 
lesson planning, etc. 
11.  Suggestions for team builders, activities, and resources will be distributed to each participant. 
 
7.  Primary Audience: (ie. high school math teachers, high school social studies teachers, elementary teachers, 
professors, parents, students, community activists, etc.) 
 
This session is useful for classroom teachers of all subjects and all grade levels.  Examples will be of high school math classes but is 
applicable for any grade level.  This session is also good for parents, professors, students, and community members to learn about and 
voice opinions about different approaches to math education. 
 
8.  Student Involvement: (Sessions do not need student facilitation/participation.  Answers to “Student 
Involvement” questions do not factor into the review process.  “No” responses do not jeopardize acceptance.) 
 
Will students be involved in facilitation of the presentation?  _____ Yes  ____X__ No 
How so? 
 
I would love to have students come in and explain their perspective about learning mathematics in this manner.  At this time I cannot 
guarantee that this is possible but I will work on it! 
 
Is the session intended for student participants (in addition to educators, parents, activists, etc.)?  How so? 
 
Yes, this is intended to have student participation.  Students will have the opportunity to experience a math setting using group work as 
well as express their opinions about different learning opportunities they are presented with. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


